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ACROSS THE CARPATHIANS 
IN TRANSYLVANIA 
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RANSYLVANIA reposes in a sort 
T of elbow formed by the southern 
run of the Carpathians abruptly 
turning westward as they make what 
geographers call the Transylvanian 
Alps. The elbow is pushed into the side 
of Rumania, nearly separating Molda- 
via from Walachia. What are called 
the Transylvanian Alps is really an ir- 
regular ridge of mountains upon which 
is posted the Rumanian-Hungarian 
frontier. North of it are peaks much 
higher, with the sources of rivers which 
flow south dewn into Rumania. Indeed, 


the whole surface of Transylvania is 
a medley of mountains, hills, plateaus, 
and fertile, raised valleys, abounding 
in beautiful watercourses. 

The line, Dorna  Vatra-Orsova, 
which goes from one extremity of the 
elbow to the other, chosen by the Aus- 
trian armies for their second line of 
defense, is similar in physical features 
to the Transylvanian Alps. Like them, 
it is an arbitrary line, and is to the 
plains of Hungary what the Alps are 
to Rumania. It is to this line that the 
Austrians are officially reported to 


THE ROTETURM PASS, ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL GATEWAYS FROM RUMANIA TO HUNGARY 
(Central News Photo Service.) 
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PEASANT VENDERS IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE OF KRONSTADT. 


(Press Illustrating Co.) 


At the public scales in a 
Transylvanian border town. 
have withdrawn in their effort to 
shorten their Balkan front. The move- 
ment practically abandons to a Ru- 
manian invasion three-fourths of the 
area of Transylvania. 

Physically, Transylvania could have 
been easily defended if only there had 
been men enough to do so. Men, how- 
ever, which from now on will be the 
deciding factor in this war on every 
front, were lacking. Military experts 
have declared that the Rumanian Army 
unaided could not defend its country 
from an invasion through the Alps. 
But because of the enemy’s lack of 
men this army is now pressing its of- 
fensive beyond the ridge and into the 
higher mountains beyond. 

Agamst invasion from Rumania 
nature has protected Transylvania by 
a formidable barrier of mountains. 
Transylvania is a highland, broken in- 
to innumerable hills and with plains 
seattered about its surface. From the 
west, this country rises toward the 
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RUMANIAN PEASANTS IN THE STREETS OF HERMANNSTADT. 


al This is one of the chief cities of southern Transvivania, and an objective of the Rumanians. 
(Press Illustrating Co.) 























WALLS AND ARCHES OF THE OLD GUILDHALL IN HERMANSTADT. 
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mountain barrier that separates it 
from Rumania in a _ comparatively 
gentle slope to the heights of the south- 
eastern and southern Carpathians. On 
the east the mountains break into huge 
and precipitous walls—a tremendous 
natural fortress. The northern part 
of the frontier is formed by the eastern 


Carpathians, which are cut py the Strol 
or Kirlibaba Pass almost at the point 
where the frontier of Bukowina joins 
that of Rumania. Thence the eastern 
Carpathian mountains go south in a 
great semi-circle to the point where 
the Predeal (or Térnés) Pass provides 
a gateway for the railway from Kron- 
stadt to Bucharest. Rising on the south- 
western side of the Predeal Pass, the 
Transylvanian Alps form almost the 
whole of the northwestern frontier of 
Rumania. They merge into the Stret- 
enye Mountains, which go to the bank 
of the Danube, and there, with the 
heights on the Serbian side of the river, 
form the famous gorge of the Iron 
Gates, near Orsova. 

Rumania’s great military establish- 
ment is at Bucharest, only twenty-five 
miles from the Hungarian frontier. 
From this city three lines of railway 
traverse the intervening space and 
pierce Transylvania through as many 
passes—the Roteturm, the Torsburg, 
and the Térnés. Beyond the frontier 
lateral lines concentrate uopn Hermann- 
stadt, the great Hungarian military 
camp, and upon Kronstadt, the great- 
est manufacturing and industrial city 
of all Transylvania. 

The elbow turns at the Buzeu Pass, 
which has no railway, and beyond it, 
northward, of the four passes connect- 
ing Moldavia with Transylvania only 
the Gyimes carries a line, although 
through the Pass of Oitoz there runs 


(Coneluded on Page 19) 
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First Aid! A Comrade’s Help During Battle 
= * 
\\ ¥: 
4 A French soldier wounded in the fighting at Verdun receiving a first aid dressing from 4 
oe a comrade on the field of battle. This picture is from an unretouched —~O,- 
! photograph taken in the Ravine of Haudromont. Y 
* | 4 | 
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Where Italy Wars for Reagions ‘“Irredenta’™’ 
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/, In the Dolomite Alps: Italian officers secreted behind a crag on the apex of a v 
y steep slope over the Austrian lines observe and direct the fire of the Italian guns. AS 
(Pach Photo News, Inc.) o 









































IN THE CARSO: DISTRIBUTING FOOD TO AUSTRIAN PRISONERS IN CONCENTRATION CAMP AFTER THE FALL OF GORIZIA. 


(© International Film Service.) 
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Some of the most dangerous work to be done at the front falls to the lot of the Into this death-ridden zone—where no moving thin; 
army medical corps, whose members must make every effort to rescue the wounded, no enemy’s guns—members of an army ambulance se 
matter how great a hazard this work entails. In this drawing by a well-known British Army Medical Corps) have gone to rescue the Briti 
artist a phase of such work is illustrated. We see a stretch of the barren shell-pitted terri- possible, in safety to their lines. As every moveme 


tory known as No Man’s Land that lies between the opposing stretches of hostile trenches. (Drawn by F. Matania for The Sphere, London, and published by a 
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S LAND—HAZARDOUS WORK OF THE MEDICAL CORPS 
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> moving thing can live once it is spotted by the crawl forward on their hands and knees, and at times lie prone upon the earth in order 
ambulance service (in this instance of the Royal to escape detection and the inevitable hail of lead which follows. Every protecting de- + |e 
scue the British wounded and bring them back, if pression is taken advantage of, and sometimes the stretchers are spread in shell craters 

every movement invites death, the Red Cross men and the wounded dragged to them. Often this work of rescue can be carried on only . 
and published by arrangement; © in U. S. A. by N. Y. H. Ceo.) under the protecting darkness of night. 
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AUSTRIANS OF TWO TYPES 


Decorating the Viennese crew of an Austrian anti- 
aircraft gun for brilliant service on the Italian border. 
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Mohammedan members of an Austro-Hungarian 


corps at their devotions in a mosque. 
(Photos from Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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GREEK TROOPS LANDING 


FROM A, TRANSPORT ON THE DOCKS AT SALONIKI. 


(Central News Photo Service.) 
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THE GREEKS SEEM TO BE ALWAYS IN A STATE EITHER OF MOBILIZING OR 
DEMOBILIZING. HERE ARE GREEK SOLDIERS ASSEMBLED AT SALONIKL. 
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A MARKET IN TRANSYLVANIA, WITH RUMANIAN PEASANT WOMEN OFFERING A'ND SELLING 


THEIR FAMOUS HOME-MADE TRANSYLVANIAN WARES TO THE HUNGARIAN SOLDIER. 
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a good highway connecting the Ru- 
manian town of Ocna with Kronstadt 
—a distance of seventy-five miles be- 
tween. 

Hermannstadt, prior to 1867 the cap- 
ital of Transylvania when the country 
was an Hungarian Crown land, rests 
picturesquely on a hill by the river 
Zibin, only eighteen miles north of the 
Roteturm Pass. It is one of the earliest 
colonies of the Saxons brought here in 
the Middle Ages by the Magyar land- 
owners in order to force out the Ru- 
manians by cheapening labor. 

In normal times Hermannstadt sup- 
ports a population of 25,000, two-thirds 
of whom are Saxons, and the garrison 
of a brigade. Saxon culture and Saxon 
architecture prevail. In the Grosse 
Ring is the House of the Saxon Nation, 
and near by is tlt Rathhaus, formerly 
the fortified palace of a Saxon noble 
and now the City Hall and museum of 
Saxon archives. The most sumptuous 
building is the Brukenthal Palace, built 
by Baron Brukenthal, the Governor of 
Transylvania from 1777 till 1787. It 
now houses a library of 100,000 vol- 
umes and 500 incunabula and a gallery 
with 1,100 pictures, containing many 
copies of famous paintings but few 
originals. The once strong fortifica- 
tions of the town have long since been 
demolished, their ditches and glacis 
turned into parks, and their stones used 
in less forbidding structures—the 
theatre, for example, in the south part 
of the town, still flanked, however, by 
a few ruined towers. 

The origin of Kronstadt was similar 
to that of Hermannstadt. Its strategic 
position is similar, being a few miles 
north of the Térnés Pass. Unlike the 
former, however, it has a steadily in- 
creasing Rumanian population. It is 
divided into four quarters, partly on 
account of business and partly on ac- 
count of the polyglot nature of its in- 
habitants. The Inner Town, which 


contains the fifteenth century Rath- 
haus, is chiefly given over to business. 
The Old Town is now a modern resi- 
dential section of the aristocracy. The 
Magyar quarter surrounds the railway 
station. Here the principal factories 
are located. The Rumanians chiefly 
occupy the suburb of Bolgarszeg, so 
calied because tradition says it was 
founded by Bulgarian laborers in 1392. 
Facing the east side of the Inner Town 
is the Schlossberg, crowned by the 
citadel built by Count Arco in 1553 to 
protect the place from the Rumanians. 

Then there is Klausenburg, also of 
Saxon origin, but now with a large 
Magyar population—larger than either 
of the others, and noted for its Winter 
gayeties and as the residence of the 




































town hall 
in Kron- 
stadt, bear- 
ing the ancient 
crown crest on 
its facade. 











Transylvanian patricians. Al) three 
have most- picturesque suburbs where 
nature vies with art to claim the atten- 
tion of intelligent observers. 
Unbounded wealth in gold, silver, 
salt, and coal lies under the surface of 
Transylvania. The mines, however, are 
hardly developed. Still, the mineral 
output in 1914 was nearly $8.000.000. 
Transylvania has three “ privileged 
nations "—the Hungarians, the Szek- 
lers, and the “Saxons.” The Hunga- 
rians are the descendants of the Mag- 
yar conquerors. The Szeklers are 
closely akin to them. The “Saxons” 
are the descendants of German emi- 
grants who came from Flanders and 
the Lower Rhine in the twelfth century 
to repeople the Hungarian plains, deso- 
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lated by constant invasions of migrat- 
ing peoples. These three races are al- 
together outnumbered by the Rumanes, 
who are spread all over the country 
and have long been excluded from 
power and political equality. In 1849 
Transylvania was taken from Hungary 
and made an Austrian Crown-land, and 
in 1860 it became for a short time an 
autonomous province with its own Diet. 
In 1863 the Diet met and decreed com- 
plete separation from Hungary, union 
with Austria, and recognition of the 
Rumanes as the fourth “nation.” The 
Magyars refused to recognize this Diet 
and packed another, which met at 
Kolozsvar in 1865 and declared in favor 
of union with Hungary. The “com- 
promise ” of 1867 wrested the grant of 
this from Austria, and a year later 
Transylvania was deprived of the last 
remnants of its autonomy and was em- 
bodied in the Kingdom of Hungary. 
Since then it has been completely Hun- 
garian, and its political control by the 
Magyars has been steadily completed 
and strengthened, in spite of all pro- 
tests both from “Saxons” and Ru- 
manes. Hungarian is the official lan- 
guage, and a Hungarian university was 
set up at Kolozsvar in 1872. 

The Rumanians, who compose two- 
thirds of the 3,000,000 inhabitants of 
Transylvania, like those of Bukowina, 
in the north, have not overflowed across 
the Rumanian frontier. All once 
formed art of Trajan’s Roman colony 
of Dacia. The descendants of the col- 
onists have a language which in some 
elements is nearer classical Latin than 
is modern Italian. 

At the beginning of the seventeenth 
century Transylvania for a brief period 
owed allegiance beyond the Alps to 
Michael the Brave, King of Walacia— 
he who obtained his kingdom by debts 
he could not pay and then burned his 
creditors up in his palace. For the 
rest—for a thousand years—Transyl- 
vania has been under the dominion of 
Hungary. 














A STREET SCENE IN THE CITY OF ORSOVA, SITUATED ON THE DANUBE, AT THE IRON 
GATE, AT THE JUNCTION OF THE BOUNDARIES OF HUNGARY, RUMANIA AND SERBIA. 
(Presa Illustrating Co.) 
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Poilu and Crapouillot—A Dangerous Alliance 








Northern France operating from the 
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Members of a British signal corps 




















At the moment of discharge; a powerful crapouillot or trench motar being fired by a French infantryman. The fact 


that these squat bomb-throwers can be operated from narrow quarters makes them invaluable aids to trench warfare. 
(@ Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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Moments of Rest with the Germans in the West 


German troops in a trench at a distance from the zone of battle 
watching the Allies’ artillery fire break on their own positions. 


AN EXAMINATION OF FRENCH PRISONERS BY GERMAN OFFICERS ON THE WEST FRONT. 


(Photos Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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a — Sets Up a New Record 




















AS 
C The winning gun crews of the battleship Pennsylvania, which in recent target practice set up a new world’s record for big guns, when the primary ba 
tery of twelve fourteen-inch rifles simultaneously discharged registered five hits on a small target eleven miles away and invisible to the gunners. 
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Two of the Pennsylvania’s main battery turrets, mounting three fourteen-inch guns. 
¢Photos © American Press Association.) 
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A NEW WEAPON OF WARFAR 

















The appearance on the British front in the North of France of armored 
caterpillar tractors, and the cabled reports of their fabulous exploits in the 
recent fighting around Ginchy and Flers has led to much speculation as to 
how the tractor has been armored and turned into an offensive war engine. 
This drawing is an imaginary visualization by an artist from the meagre 








descriptions that we have at hand « 
to represent how the redoubtable “ 
conception of how the tractor migh' 
In the drawing the protective arm 
tractor and beyond the actual lengt 
the length of the caterpillar wheel | 


RE--THE “LAND DREADNOUGHT.” 





nd of this latest war terror. It does not claim 
le “Willy” really appears, but it presents one 
ight be armored and put to the uses described. 
armor is shown to extend completely over the 
ength of the machine (which is represented by 
eel truck); it thus gives protection to the plat- 
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forms inside, on which the crew of the “Willy” moves to operate the machine 
guns, as well as to drive and steer the monster. This protective shell is shown 
cut away at C so that the driving mechanism may be seen. A Is a revolving 
turret mounting high-power machine guns; and B is a fringe of collapsible 
armor plates so mounted as to yield in a vertical direction when the machine 
passes over rough obstructions. (Drawn for The Mid-Week Pictorial; © 1916.) 
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